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Literary Task 
Of what we feel indeed…

At The Reader we believe that literature allows people to be their full and truest selves, providing a fundamental way of being that can be otherwise difficult to achieve during the course of our everyday lives.  

We want to give prospective candidates the best opportunity of showing their best selves – which for us can only mean their true selves – and it is for this reason that we feel it essential that you have the chance to express yourself not only through an application form, but also through a bespoke written exercise. Therefore we are asking you to read the first chapter of Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and write down your thoughts about three things you read that had some kind of impact on you.  We genuinely want to have a sense of the real you.  
Before beginning your task, we strongly recommend that you take a moment to read out aloud the following poem by Matthew Arnold: take a moment to consider how these lines apply to you.

Below the surface-stream, shallow and light

Of what we say we feel - below the stream,

As light, of what we think we feel, there flows

With noiseless current strong, obscure and deep,

The central stream of what we feel indeed.

Take a moment to ponder how these lines may provide a point of guidance for the written exercise that lies ahead of you. We genuinely want to know what you really feel in relation to the selected text – what you feel and think on a personal as opposed to an academic level. We want you to write from your hearts and not from your heads. Tell us what matters most to you as a human being and not what you think we may or may not want to know or hear. There’s really no need to write more than three sides of A4 at the most.   This is not a trick. At The Reader one of principal values is that ‘Great Literature is at Our Heart’. This is why we are making it a fundamental part of our recruitment process. This is why we want you to show us how you connect with our ethos.  
We hope you enjoy this experience and remember, if you write from that ‘central stream’ highlighted by Arnold above, you can never go wrong as you will be being true to yourself and therefore true to the literature and The Reader.
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