e P k2D ,’ » V\,f T e Y4 AR e . % P P, ) } M - et
VR P Bl L a5 ® RL DY L gi B Pl
. y S W oa”: . ¥ e
.)_‘V\\f'x\é LY .\f',‘\'p - GRS Qe e U
W e 2 99® » P Y y (4
‘ ¢ L 2 _.¢ 2 '\\\ & °Q .‘\‘ @
. ‘ 4 ‘w’\ L ‘\‘ ™ " » \‘2 - ® .
- P - e P "
L fr‘chIHl"( ‘and honey b me 2% S
. . » »
b ‘ . 4\‘ ) ‘
k - > . LA ‘ S \
. b r pl kaun - % & Pl of
> & A - »® \ = -
D L . g -y =
¢ “ < \ = ‘o " » “\ a O »
. \ y g a - . ) » » \
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o am not I|ke most girls =« . ° o,
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and learn to kiss me with your eyes closed
sonfething about the phrase—something about
how i have to be unlike the women :

i call sisters in order to be wanted

makes me want to spit your tongue out

like i am supposed to be proud you picked me
as if i should be relieved you think

i am better than them
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Il te'1| you, shhll1,\someth|ngl remember’
Somethlng that still meansa great deal to me
It was long ago. . 2% ° o

L) - "
A dusty road in summer | remember,
A mountain,and an old house,and a tree
That stood, you kndw,
Behind the house.An old woman | remember
In a red shawl with a grey cat on her knee

Humming under a tree.

d
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‘She seemed the olde§t thlﬁgl can r’emember K

» It was long ago. »
<

™

But then’ perhaps | wassnot more,t than three. S
L&) )
< ' ¥

| dragged on the dusty road, and | remember
How the old woman looked over the fence at me
And seemed to know ®

How it felt to be three, and called out, | remember
“Do you like bilberriesand cream for tea?”
| went under the tree.
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\ Andwhlle shahummedandthe cat‘Rurred I nemem‘ber\ ¢ " &
How she fllleda saucel’WIth berﬁes and éreamm forme* Ar‘}d th\e taste of the ’bemes the fee! Ofthe T ! A
° - PAnd the-shell o everything that used £o,be. e
'So long ago °® ° o, > g . _®
.. » \ » So long ago, y ¢ ’ ”.
‘ < . N
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Such berries and such creamas | remember ® Till theheat on the road outside again | remember
| never had seen before,and never see . And how the IoQg dusty road seemed to have for me:
: 4 :
Today,you know. 4 No end, you know.
p , ,
And that is almost all | can remember, Thatis the farthest thing| can remember. .

It won’t mean much to you. It does to me.

The house,the mountain,the gray cat on her knee,
Then | grew up, you see.

Her red shawl, and the tree,
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\ ‘DO\YOU think, because Fam poor, obscure plain,and little, 1am soulless and heartJess’You think ., <& ~ 0 °
, wrong! -.| have as much soul as you - and fulhas much heart!&nd if God had gifted mewith some, , «
beauty and much wealth, I'should have made it as hard for youcto leave e, asiit is now for me to .
leave you. | amrnot talking to you now through the medium of custom, coniventionalities, nor even e ;
of mortal flesh:it is my spirit that addresses your splrlt just as if both had passed through the grave,
and we-stood at God's feet, equal - as we are!' ~\ -
'As we are!' repeatéd Mr Rochester - 'so," he added, enclosing me in his arms, gathering me to his
breast, pressing his lips on my lips:'so, Jane!'
"Yes, so, sir, | rejoined:'and yet not so; for you are a married man - or as good as a married man, ;
and wed to one inferior to you - to one with whom you have no sympathy - whom | do not believe
you truly love;for | have seen and heard you sneer at her.| would scorn such a union:therefore |
am better than you - let me go!'
.
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%  soreven try,‘they said,oryouwillbe » > % T, N try tobe good but sometlmes ol PR T .
" » sentaway to the hospltal ofthe e , aperson just hastobreak outand s »» © o °
~ very foolish, if not the other one. ~ act like the wild and ¢ springy thing s g
Ang,| suppose,considering my age, » onewsed to be. It's impossible not \ .
it was fair advice. \ to remember wild and not want to go back.So
» » » » L ]
But the tree is a sister to me, she : if someday you can’t find me you might
lives alone in a green cottage \ look into that tree or — of course
high in the air and | know what it’s possible — under it. \

would happen,she’d clap her green hands,
she’d shake her green hair, she’d

welcome me.Truly. ,
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U a study ofsthe‘ women’s liberation movement m ‘the US 2o L\V\ERP@@\L\
LY - A‘ S L b ‘ < . * = .
. » _ 5 2
\ByAngeIa, Daws NG YT o WA Ut T o2 WA AT 20 ‘ \ k
¢ \ . ) » ) \\ - « " P Tl J ‘\\ @ g9 ¥ o ® . 9§ » :‘ ¢ a € 9
S ) * L \ a ° L - &) ) Ca ° ¢ g S & v « ¢ = -

~ “ » » ~ Y g - " ~

» Expedlency governed the slaveholders posmre toward female slaves: w}len it was proﬁtable.t,o exploit them as
if they wepe men, they were regarded in effect,as genderless but when they could be exploited, punish@dand
repressed in ways suited only for women;, they were lgcked into their exclusively female roles. ’

[...] During the decades preceding the Civil War, Black women came to be increasingly appraised for their
fertility (or for the lack of it): she who was ]Dotentially the mother of ten, twelve, fourteen or more became a
coveted treasure indeed.This did not mean, however, that as mothers, Black women enjoyed a more respected
status than they enjoyed as workers. [deological exaltation of motherhood - as popular as it was during the
nineteenth century - did not extend to slaves. In fact,in the eyes of the slaveholders,slave women were not
mothers at all; they were simply instruments guaranteeing the growth of the slave labor force.They were
"breeders" - animals,whose monetary value could be precisely calculated in terms of their ability to multiply

their numbers. ,
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® _makes me a  free woman 5 . . Yo o, it hﬁmbles me . " ' » *o ‘\, 4
it removes the shackles that ‘ calls out and says.i have a . : o >
try to bind me - ‘ ® universal duty to share with s
\ uphft::: me ¢ humanity to nurture
to remind me i am,equalto and serve the sisterhood
any man even though the state ‘ to raise those that need raising
of this world screams to me i am not the name kaur runs in my blood "
that i am my own woman and it was in me before the word itself existed
i belong wholly to myself it is my identity and my liberation
-kaur
a woman of sikhi ,
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\_/I_\;h'Ch lc||(1ec|<sthhe |I:suranceband doelsn i Loﬁie \ » And maintenance is the sensible side of love,
ant bulbs; : : : :
€ mifikkman; which remembers to p \ Which knows what time and weather'are doing
. > To my brickwdrk;insulates my faulty wiring;

Which answers lettérs; which knows the way

, ) , Laughs at my dryrotten jokes; remembers
Themoney goes; which deals with dentists

My need for gloss and grouting;which keeps

. . My suspect edifice upright in air,
And Road Fund Tax and meeting trains, As Atlas did the sky

And postcards to the lonely; which upholds
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. [given b)( hermother-in-law on her weddlngday] asmduously,&nd not only at home °°° ' o ° e
B ) B
through 56 years of a marital'relationship nonparell | have employed‘lt as well.in every » .
workEIace including the Supreme-Court.Whena thoughtless,or unkind word is spoken, ‘
A
best tune out. Reacting in anger or annoyance will not advance one's"ability to persuade
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5 He went forwardand stretched outshis arm again| Bathsheba had.overtakenhim at a-point beside, « = P

, Which stood a low stunted helly bush,;now laden with red befties. Seem‘g his advance take theform, « _ " »

of an attitude threateninga possible enclosure if not compres5|on of her person she edged off .

round the bus: ~ B . ‘ i

'Why, Farmer Oak, she said over the top, Iooklng at him with roundéd eyes, 'l never said | was

going to marry you.' . \ ~

'Well - that is a tale! said Oak, with dismay.' To run after anybody like this,and then say you don't

want him!

<

d

Blackburne House Group

L

@thereaderorg
#SharedReading



s WAL 4D N

'\w/\ }‘r"
Vo @D- ¢ ‘/\ e

.

e . B 4 r S e P Y ) LA . T o . ..o WO g a0 Y - T 4 . s W
. b " y - » L | - N

)41
J
P

'Y

~

“

“

D
-
K

S B
»
' ™ €

& \“?

A

4 » L S - "\ S N - » L
: ‘\; X it ,\' .,'\"" W gy V Ve l“ 1«, ":i '?;‘( 5. ;- \“”:'; L "y V/\/b "‘l/"': LAY "“\ ; i"'\-;' - 3 V \ (‘ h"’? i

v \ ‘ P * e ‘ \ \ p \'\ \‘ 3 \/- s J < . \
from Fa\nFro‘m'me Maddm CrOWd" (ch 4, |n A L:ttles AIOud‘wn:h‘ Lowe) /"|_|G GHT:

p. I3thomas~Hardy . : . Bdeq B8\’ BV REe. _ Sicecass 3¢ 3 s RO0)ls

- CY @Y . L P ° ‘ € 9 ¢ b * C e ¢

\\\\: 9, Ko o¥ Y ‘ 0. 7-Yao oW ¢ , ﬂ[\z e
v * , D¢, N * ¢ 3 . > o * N B > <
» N 3

»
L

5 'What | meant to\tell you was only this;’ ' she sald‘eagerly,and yet, halﬁ\consuéus of the absurc‘l”ty of « & Sy 4
, the position she had made for herself - thatnobody has got Me yet as & sweetheart, instead ofmy’y « o
having a dozen,as my aunt said; | hate to be thought men's property in that way, though p055|bly I ..
shall be had some day.Why, if I'd wanted you | shouldn t have,un after you like this; 'twould have
been the forwardest thing! But there was no harm in hurrylng to correct a piece of false news that
had been told you.' . \ : ~

'Oh, no - no harm at all." But there is such a thing as being too generous in expressing a judgement

impulsively,and Oak added with a more appreciative sense of all the circumstances - "Well,| am not
quite certain it was no harm.’ ;
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don’t believe theposters of the handsome soldiers

» kissing'loved who waited for them to come back ~ »
Most endings were not like that
"Most loved ones died omloves burnt out

" .
My grandmas go to more funerals than parties now It hurts
“ Neither of them like this \
And they sit

Observing everything
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Thélr Ghrlstméss as,klds had sock §tock|ngs an‘d a smgle bquncy‘ball and now I\Natch them . i

N < < b ]
=

\watehlng as great grandehildren openhoakds of: presents.‘th rbwmg half on~to the floor ° : P

Sometimes we dlsagt;ee with what's fight and wrong for us to do ' ® e T " -
My pregnancy withouta weadlng ring was something thatwe struggled through \
Talked'it through and agreed to disagree » ’ \ ’

And though | felt a little shamed ‘

"When she offered me her ring to wear | knew she was just protecting me \

From how people would’ve been to her:if she had done the same
The other took me to the side.and held my waist tight like a glove
“Loads of my generation got knocked up too” she whispered
“They just kept it covered up And married bloody quickly”
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* DPrinking tea o : ®e o, R ; ® ™ = S
® » * » » < ~ ® .
| ask about their hlstory : - : " .
» They Know a lot of things my grans ~ ° , .
They sit and watch it all \
" Articulate, mtelhgent » ; . \
Kind and bossy,
© Sly sometimes .

As clocks tick time with icing topped
And | watch as people stop to ask them if they want another cup of tea
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? \They‘all téste }ustthe bloody same Yo Do 8 P R CUPMEY UL T AT P TR & °9® @ .
. LA s g ‘9
* She says“I'm bored of my frlends dying” . A ", ® o *°9 ° 5
’ » » b ~ ® .
And peopleare so patronlzmg ‘ = \ . "
» Bending over talking shyly, \ ’ 2 \ .
Slowly and polltely like my grandmas are both kids ‘ ‘
" Telling me to “leave nan’»she’s just nattering for the sake of it . \
Call their conversations gossip
© Like older people are all the same
And ignore everything they thought before their brown hairs turned to silver grey
“If you ever call it lilac | will slap your little face” she says
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*  .She wishes she could dance‘agam ; Ve %90 " g LPREY PO ST R e L
* ButI’see her dancmg‘allthe time *, ‘ ' ? P e T "
And | love the fact me and my mum’s mum tell dlrty jokes my mum won'tlike ° . "
» We watch reruns of CSI - ’ 2 \ \ . "
The oldest says she’s ready to die ,
"Her younger siblings arewll gone now ; . §
Funerals a daily song, now
© The teais sipped \

My daughter loves the way they live
Bungalows and secret tins of biscuits
She nicks while my grandma sleeps
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* “And.lives a larger life than nost people my age that Imeet AR PCL e P e, " e 2°8% @ o
bsee life-lines run through both theirfaces, . e il L be * s °
’ ® » » S » ® .
Both of them mysaving graces ‘ Ll \ . "
» | think’'our country’s strongly ageist \ ’ " : b
| wish more grandmas filled the pages of our youth- obsessmgTV screens ‘
" You teach me what real wisdom means » ¢

And though there’s things we argue on .
“ And your mindsets can be militant

And you always say | swear too much

| think you’re fucking brilliant.
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My\Mother Goés ﬁ.'oVote-.. »

Byjudlth Harrise o7 ¢
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-

N \‘\ < ‘ Do V- d \‘\

5 »e,
. We.walked five bLocks bl .
_to the elementary school, -«
my mother’shighheels <« ® = »
crunchlng through playground gravel.

We entered through a side door.

n

L)

Down the long corfidor,
decorated with Halloween masks,
health department safety posters—
we followed the arrows

to the third grade classroom.
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‘My{n@the‘rsteppedalone s I Ty + R
“into the boOth pulling the cirtain behindher. -

"
A .

| cotild see only the'backs of her s "

calves in crinkled nylons. \ "

A partial vanishing’then reappearing
pocketbook crooked on her elbow,
our mayor’s button pinned to her lapel.
Even then | could see—to choose

is to follow what has already

been decided.
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C We marc‘hed baek out o 90 S e B M, . L g ol a2 T el .
- 3 " ® » o ~ ® " ' « ~ °s Q°
. finding a new way back down streets .® » ) . e
nagedfor flowerse ® © » ®e o. > - there were two mothers cbhvershg, ~
. %
and accomplished men squeezed into the children’s desk chairs. > =
. & . * 2 b ) " : » »
| said their names out loud,as we found
~ » » ) ()
our way honfe, to the cramped house,
. the devoted porch light left on,
the customary meatloaf. -
| remember,in the classroom converted
into a voting place—
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‘When | was. young | feltSo smalp 5
And frlghtened for the world was taﬂ*

» And evens grasses seemed to me

A forest of immensity, :

L)
™

Until | learned that | could grow
A glance would leave them far below.

<

Spanninga tree's height with my eye,
Suddenly | soared as high;
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And flxmg onPa star | gréw, °
3 pushed my head against the blue!”"

StiII, like a Singing lark, | find
Rapture to leave the grass behind.

And sometimes standing in a crowd
My lips are cool againsta cloud.
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‘ My, s*oul is like some cage born bﬁrd that hath -

Ofa broad pathway leading to the sun,
» With promptings of an oft reproved faith »

In sun-ward yearnings.Stricken through her breast,

" And faint her wing with Beating at the bars
Of sense, she looks beyond outlying stars,
And only in the Infinite sees rest.

<
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Sad soul' If ever thy d‘esn'ebe et +

Or broken to thy doom,and made to, Share "

The ruminant’s beatitude ,—content,—"

Chewing the cud of knowledge,with no care

For germs of life within; then will | say, ‘
Thou art not caged,but fitly stalled in clay!
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1 When’l am anold onnanlshaII wear purple\ < b @
L

<

> 'VWth a red-hat which doesn't go, ahd doesn't suit me.
""» And]I shall spend my pensQ‘n on brandy and,summer gloves
~ And satin sandals,and say we've no money for butter.

| shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired ° >

And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells
" And run my stick anng the public railings

And make up for the sobriety of my youth.

| shall go out in my slippers in the rain

And pick flowers in other people's gardens

And learn to spit.
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b YQL‘I can vx?ear\terrlbléshlrt;s and grow mofe fat L %% Ty TF BT e, 22 3%
> =And eéat three p‘oundsofsausagesatago e B R RRATL IR TCTMEY TOL O *-\ % SCP
"» Or only bréad and plckle for a week R i | Ny ’ e st g "

» b o »
" And hoard pens and penC|Is and beermats and thlngs in boxes. « . " "
- " . S b ) " : A »
But now we must have clothes that keep us dry
" And pay our rent and not swear in the street »
. :
And set a good example for the children.
We must have friends to dinner and read the papers.
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L saw a‘desertand| saw'a woman cemmg out.of it. And $he came.toxthe bank of 3 dark Fiver; Md.the‘bank ¥

, was steep and high. And on |t\an “old man met her, who hada Iong white’beard;and a ‘stick that curled was —* »
in his hand,and on it was, written Réason. And he ‘asked her what it was’she wanted;and she said,"| am‘ ,
woman;and | am seeklng for the land of Freedom.® -
And he said;“It is before you.”

And she said,“l see nothing before me but a dark flowing river,and a bank steep and high,and cuttings here
and there with heavy sand in them.”

And he said,”“And beyond that?”

She said,“l see nothing,but sometimes, when | shade my eyes with my hand,| think | see on the further ;
bank trees and hills,and the sun shining on them!”
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5 He said,“That is’the Laridof Freedom S BB e . o et P R e e ® o
N L “ \ % = <
, She said,'Howam | to get there?” . ’. - *® o @ il L.
He said,“There is one way, and one only. Down the banks of Labor, tHro‘Ugh the water of Sufferlng There is
n
no other.” . ‘ \ . > \ .
. "
She sald‘ Is there no bndge’”
He answered,“None.’ 5 ) \ -
She said,“Is the watér deep?”
He said,"Deep.” \

She said,“ls the floor worn?”

He said,“lt is.Your foot may slip at any time,and you may be lost.”
She said,"Have any crossed already?”

He said,“Some have tried!”
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5 Shesald “Is theresa track to show where; the best»fordmg iy, 5 Pe- 98T C 0 8" L0l 0
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. He said, It has to be made " : ’, - o® o° ® °° " 4o ° o ®
She shaded her eyes with her hand;and she sald Twillge” .o R > R
b . )
[ ] ! = ' . \ ‘ b = \ b ] »
{The weman has been carrying a tiny child at her breast, and is instructed by the old man to put him down so that
he can grow and findthe Land of Freedom for himself.The child bites her when she tries to release him, and as the
woman puts him down on the ground she suddenly changes from youth to age.]
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» And.\she stood far off on the bank of\the rlvenAnsI she saJd “Forwhat do | go to thIS far land Wh |ch RO one” .
, has everxeadwed70h I am alone! I am. utterlyalone" ‘ " N gote s STV L TE
And Reasen, that old man;said to hér“Sllence' what do you hear?” * 7 » > .
. )
And she listened mtently,and she said,”l hear the sound of feet,a thousand times ten thousand and ;
thousands of thousands,and they beat this way!”
He said,“They are the feet of those that shall follow you. Lead on!” -
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‘When ick thkhndrd P Y. IR e
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the Book of Ruth,it is a shog : » with Boaz home as a gift. >
<

how little it resembles memory.
> |t's concerned with inheritance, »
Iands, men's names, how women .
“must wiggle.and wobble to live.

Where ydu go, | will go too,
your. people shall.be my people,
| will be a Jew for you,

<y have | - for what is yours | will love
et women have kept it dear as | love you, oh Naomi

for the beloved elder who my mother,my sister, my heart.
cherished Ruth, more friend than

daughter. Daughters leave. Ruth
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‘Show me awoman who‘does not dream g o ? ‘e, *0Q° . : \" 2°8 @ °
a double heart's twin, a sister %9 ¢, ) At the season Y of flrst fPuits, we reca'll )
of’the mind in whose ear she can whisper, © two traveIIers co-conspirators, scavengers . .
whose hair she can braid as her life » > making do with leftovers and mill ends, *
twists its pleasure and pain and shame. whose friendship was stronger than fear,
"Show me a woman who does not hide stronger thaf hunger,who walked together, .
in the locket of bone that deep ~ the road of shards,hands joined.

eye beam of fiercely gentle love

she had once from mother, daughter,
sister; once like a warm moon

that radiance aligned the tides

of her blood into potent order. ,
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‘We talked as Glrls do—. ¢ g, ° ¥ @ o
. »
Fond and late— _ 5 . . » s L&
We speculated fair,on every subject,but the Grave —
Of ours,none affair— »

"We handled Destinies, a$ cool —

As we — Disposers — be —
And God, a Quiet Party ;
To our Authority —
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But‘Fonde.st dwe1t4‘|p0n Ourself " =5 \\ v ¢ !
As we eventual — be 5 b ‘
When Girls to Women, softly raised = »
We — occupy — Degree —

> ‘ ()
We parted with a contract
To cherish,and to write
But Heaven made both,impossible ¢

Before another night.
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Mother says there are locked rooms'inside all women, =" e ; T ¥ . c .
« A ‘ > S
I<|tchen of lust, bedroom of grief, bathroom of apathy ¢ \ : : > -
>
‘ Sometlmes the men they come with keys, » - ‘
and sometimes the men they come with hammers. :
> ‘ » ‘ \
b
Il ;
S

" Nin soo joog laga waayo, soo jiifso aa laga helaa,
| said Stop, | said No and he did not listen.
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Perhaps Rihanna has~a plan, perhaps she takes Ghris back to hers ; ™ » . . ®
> "
only for him to wake up hours later in a bathtub full of ice, \ ; : > -
> with a dry mouth, Iooklng down at his new, neat procedure.» ‘ -
® .

v % .
| point to my body and say Oh this old thing? No, | just slipped it on.

\'
Are you going to eat that! | say to my mother, pointing to my father who is lying on the

dining room table, his mouth stuffed with a red apple.
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The blgger my body is, the more Iocked roomsithere are, the more men come W|th keys e -
Anwar didn’t push it all the way in, | still think about what-he could have opened up inside : > =
of me. Basil came and hesitated at the door fop three” years. Jehnny with the blue eyes came -
with a bag of tools he had used on other women: one hairpin,a bottle of bleach,a
N . . . y N ¢
switchblade,and a jar of Vaseline.Yusuf called out God’s name through the keyhole and no
one answered.Some begged,some climbed the side of my body looking for a window, some
said they were on their way and did not come. p
@ @thereaderorg
Blackburne House Group #Shared Readmg



= -4 J y E - P J J ~ ' J k <
“ & < ¢ 2 . < & S 1 @ . M-
.Ap‘l/“'\ s ® ,\ri" e . ‘\I\A "l‘_ ?\ "\s S ‘V;A “1_‘ L yo® > e’ ‘V\» ‘z_‘."? ',—‘ /*“
Y L AL ¢ "G o, 50 -8 ORLLYY TN - SS'S o ® .Y ‘\3 ™ 1}. b 2 0TS Py Sy o R e 3 v " %
} % - “ C 8 s W \\'\‘l\\ P ) ‘\4 = ' ¢ ‘ \ ' » »“,“ 4 - \ » A \“v . » \ > 5 \ LI \’ g \
3 ~ . 2 "2 L K i N . L) ; ) i )
~ r A9 ~ [} n B S (" L ) (3 ) : w )
¢ _8n ‘W‘ e s‘ "N » /,\: .\'\\, L TGy » ~\"r- ’\‘ &, \"
e 7, . L9 » < » - g
G & :F-he House: 3 % ae o5 <00 0 oy s =0 s * 8%
- \ A e \ AP BRFLT S WLW\ERP@@& J
. . U

\.\ ‘ ‘,\‘ \‘ ‘ p b % ‘\ X " - v :
Warsan Shwe. . Od0 o ‘a0 o 1" %O’ of - B
\‘ \ ‘ » @ .. “ \ * o9 » _m
. » ) » - '.‘ ‘\‘ “’\ L \ & "
‘ -

' .. et =
N a R > @, o s - PN y
‘: . < \ “e » y ‘\ g ¢ o ek g ‘\ . U » . "¢ ’ R < N \
R) » ) " - ® » - o ¢ g & = R .° ’ ) gt ) » " ’ ]
: V” ‘\ .. e \ O ; S e “' \ ‘i‘ “s h o . < ® A\‘q o2 e
[N 3 . ‘ ® . 5 .
Show us on the dollwhere you were touched,they said.  , . ’ ™ e oW
< » ) ® v
| Said | don’t look like a doll, | look like a house. ¢ \ \ : > o
S S
» They said Show us on the house. > E ‘
< ‘ - "

"Like this: two fingers in the jam jar
Like this:an elbow in the bathwater
" Like this:a hand in the drawer:
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Pshould tell you about my first love Who foundsa trapdoor upder my Ieft breast nlne}'Ears ., o

ago, fell in and hasn’t been seen since. Every now and then | feel somethlng crawllng up my : ) =
thigh. He should make himself known, I'd probably let’him out. | hope he hasn’t bumped in ‘
to the others, the missing boys from small towns, with pleasant mothers,who did bad

they’re lucky a piece of fruit. Except for Johnny with the blue eyes, who picked my locks and
crawled in. Silly boy, chained to the basement of my fears,| play music to drown him out. p
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» ‘ N » , * .
Whosthere’ | | < , \ : > =
» No one.» . e X . : = =
<
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X b
At parties | point to my body and say This is where love comes to die.Welcome,come in,
€ . . .
make yourself at home. Everyone laughs,they think I’'m joking. p
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¢ Laui;‘a hefd out h‘ hands to show her daUghtbrthe tadpole a glft,a yision. Ahhllé wantetl to drink fro\ m her® © °
cupped palms ‘ ' » » °%® . 4o ¢ e

‘No, he'll jump out,’ Laura: saRj but she tilted her hands toward the smaﬁ red mouth.The tadpele leapt fﬁantlcally,
strlklng the startled child in the cheek,and fell back into the spring. ,

The water rippled and danced;Laura saw her reflection shift. She looked into the water and watched. it draw the
picture of a younger woman,a woman in a dark green dress edged with white lace at the throat,her hair long
and glossy and well kept, her hands smooth and white, her nails clean and even.

'Who's that?' her daughter asked, following her mother's gaze,wanting to play this old game,to hear her
mother's dreams. \ '
'Why, that's a young woman | know,' Laura answered. A teacher.’

"Tell me about her,Mama.'
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. @thereaderorg

Blackburne House Group #Shared Readlng



) SN0 P, SN, W el e S5O B, T Y 6. e RV . R Y .6 4% SN0 P e n
/\» :{1 s: '/\\ ‘ ;‘\. /f" ;ﬂ;;r- 2, \‘v A "\1«, \’»» \; ‘ ‘\ : "‘;f‘.;f 4y \;’,\” ',‘4 » (:,';“41\;:&\;: ‘ /', :V \” "1\1/'\— r«? \.,,‘\\\-\'; <,
@ A ‘
(rom Homesiqead (ch.apfgr 12 n’r\A {.(ftlc Aloud wlth J_oye) 0% 3\\\ N ‘LIGHTNlﬁHT
« By Bosfl Lippl 27« 700 oyt et B A TG e G L
I ing X Pk SR bk 1 X
‘S‘he pulled thQ chlldup closer t8 her on the Iog, casban eye at the baby dlgglng in 'the mud. 'WeII let's see She s \‘ _
just started teaching. She found a little apartmentall to hersélf W|th a view of the*Tbree Slsters\way offee g ¢ ©@°
Sometlmes she just reads away the evenlngs in a big comfortablechalr She likes to sew, she sewed a‘dress to
wear to a dance.Her beau comes on Friday nightsin a dark gray suit and sometimes they go-out to'eat. Onte E
in’a while she“takes a trip. Greece, to swim in the sea.' .
Annile thought for a good time. \ " '
'Have you ever been there?'
'No, | haven't. Boughta book about Greece, though.| gave it to your great-great-aunt Johanna when | was a girl.’
'Is the teacher lady you?' ¢
Laura stroked the child's hair away from her face and looked back into the depths of the spring.
'‘No, that was never me. But maybe it'll be you,sometime. Maybe you can take up where your great-aunt Martha
left off. She was a fine teacher.’
.
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My heartls llkea5|ng|ngb|rd O, ° )" o 0% Ve e Oa° .. : \‘ 2°2" @ *
S o . ‘ ’
Whose nest is |n awatered ShOOt ® o, N Ralse me a dals Of Sllk‘and dﬁwn‘ L »
» . ® .
MY heartis like an apple-tree Hang it with vair and purple dyes; . ) -
®»  Whoseboughsare bent with thick-set fruitp . Carye it in doves and pomegranates,
My heartis like a rainbow shell . And peacocks with a hundred eyes;
That paddles in a halcyon sea; Work it in gold and silver grapes, '
My heartis gladder than all these, ~ In leaves and silver fleurs-de-lys;
" . , :
Because my love is come to me. Because the birthday of my life )
Is come, my love is come to me.
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‘ ‘When l am an*old woman I shaH\Near purple .. o? SLLRAA
With a red hat whlch doesn't go,and doesn't suit. me. " ;
And | shall spencf my pen5|on on brandy and summer gloves
» And satin-sandals,and say we've no money forbutter. 5
| shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired
b )

"And gobbleup samples i shops and press alarm bells
And run my stick along the public railings
And make up for the sobriety of my youth.
| shall go outin my slippers in the rain
And pick flowers in other people's gardens
And learn to spit.

d

Blackburne House Group

0. o8 .o 0 o GRS . BF-UMY ) %
SR S S AR
‘\* 5 L V\A ‘d‘} ) '\'::"‘\ /’ »
_k~ A » . ‘4 2 \':
5o 'LIGHT IGHT
& \,\\ N ﬁ
Vos 'ILW\ER@@@MN
N 8¢, .
.
] » & » ¢ « \ 4
. P, \\ »
¢ &) ~ *a ¢ EY
(S <
N il Y
b ™ *» »
» ‘ »
. N
®
k]

L

@thereaderorg
#SharedReading



\';3 ¥ 4 7 Y4 ", A L ) - . rF e ) s €2l o \,;s # O o Y4 e syl p \v;'.«‘ F - ‘.«
- &, LR 2 14 - ~ * \\’ F L1 & 2, - » e a L 2 & - ',,\ s\ e
R S T e AR A I S U R T O 2 O e TN A SRR A \v' "% .v«’ P e
y u % ' % *% . < A - A Mar . Y A TR ‘\v‘ o ® o G > b ~
; \’” - : ~ ». ' A Al o €3 AP g b . e »* ‘\(‘\ ) & \‘; : . 5. » g \ @
A . ° La ’ < N »_ a * 'Y
W Qar2 St 8l av g DGR ICERTS o avag ) GO 2SS, SO 'LIGHTN'GHT
"¢ Wamlng ol B, e 0 % O 0 S Al 0 e s B :.v.\
SRS ¢ ¢ ¢ e 2 et e 20 €% e s vage Lﬂ\‘éﬂ@?@@@@}b
A ’b Seb h e g« o® B e @ €8 . W ® ¥ & OB ne 8 ’
yjenny JoseP Naced o L, 00 (w0p wB o Sk 00 0 fg g 0 @lm@‘
9« 3 oo ¥ ¢ & 9¢, ) oc0 § . N »e, . |
\3 < \ \ " > » “ < «“ » Theal J ‘\\ . O 9 W o 5> o 9 » \ < N \
A (8 > . P » .° ’ . = » . ) » " »
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And eat three pounds of sausages at a°go- > , » » g 8 o 3 k5
p :
Or only bread and pickle for a week ¢ \ ; : > =
» And hoard pens and penC|Is and beermats andthingsin boxes. ‘ -
. >
But now we, must have clothes that keep us dry :
And pay our rent and not swear in the street
And set a good example for the children. p
We must have friends to dinner and read the papers.
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When suddenlyl am old,and start to wear purple. ¢ : »
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* Mothér always said " * » uncountable tunes * sing» i o9 " & °
. % . . a1 » ) 3 - Q; 2
sing child sing some sung ® . simple songs ® ;
» make a song . others unsung » 2 for the people >
and sing _ sing them for all to hear
beat out your own rhythms to your rhythms > and learn ¢
) . H
the rhythms of your life observe and sing
“ but make the song soulful : listen with you
and make life absorb
sing soak yourself
bathe
in the stream of life ,
A and then sing
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Blackburne House Group . #Shared Readmg



L PR Ts 00 UV, Gt P D B VST N, ot iR ER T ¢ SRR Gt i DR T 00T U, 59
- — ‘\r > Y _ 'j‘ y @ ¢ /‘ "’\ ‘\r > . ) ',‘ v é v “ \ —~ ?\' . \'l‘ \ g # 4 A —~ \‘\, . -
/\\ﬁ "Xé “‘ 5\\:1r“ \/ v 5’\‘ ps .‘ {\ :’ \\/‘ "‘ l“"“ j\':.f(:\t\ - .11'\‘ - ) \;I/\\A ‘\l/‘ "“ 1,'\.,‘“z\» 3 ce”. }\/y \I ‘l/ ‘ X '\'\. “:\;? “‘
r t : . . o N ® ,/ - ‘/ a ’4\. 1 S e s\ “, ‘@ "“ r 4 r‘r‘ (4 ‘\‘ ) ® » g
B e 2 e e R e B e gy LIIGHTNIEHT
* Fhe Crazywoman-\ AR S Tt B A R 11 i
[ o \‘\ ‘ \ » » \\ “~ 4 o A o » \‘\ \‘\ : \'-‘ ‘\ ‘ . @ “
'by~Gwendonn Broo'ks \ o0 0F o %0 0 % 000 of g g * @Tﬂ@‘
, Oe ,: O 4 = . e .. A 5 = p
RN 2 g ¥ L oo, ) 2] \ . W O : 3 ores ¢
“.\ « » ° » \\\,\ «“ " o © J ‘\\‘\\\\ > = O » c \\\\ ’
» » T ° 9 > s ° °® ¢ > 2 " ) oa®
IshaﬂnotsmgaMaysong ) L MRS 'Y Wag' % TOR T@s ¥ e Ty ‘e 0g 0
() [N ) . : . ‘ N . £ <
AMay song should be gay. . X > & e m ™ PR
» A S L)
Ill'walt until November ‘ An.clil all the little pecc>||?|e ; \ » -
ill stare at me and sa \ ’
» And smgasong ofgray Yy . g 4
Thatis the Crazy Woman ‘
Who would not sing in May.” \

“I'll wait until November *
That is the time for me.
I'll go out in the frosty dark  ° ‘
And sing most terribly.
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~ The~worst thing'that we can. do as wOmen is_not stand up for each o‘ther and ?:hls is
, something we can practice every day,no matster where we are and what we do —
women sticking up for other womef, choosmg to protect and celebrate'each other
instead of competingor criticizing one another. - » ‘
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‘ » \ =t = .
u‘\ ' Shan & S PRPY LRANLES & ol 'y
TA snall is cllmblng up the' window- SI” e
[hto your room,aftefa night of rain.”» . \
You call me in to'see, and | explain
» That it would be unkind to leave it there: A

It mlght crawl to the floor;we must take care
' That no ong squashes it.You understand,

And carry it outside,with a careful hand,

To eat a daffodil. \
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| see, ther;,thata kind of fzuth preValls‘ ., @
Your gentleness is moulded still by words . ) -

From me,who have trapped mice and shot wild birds,
From me,who drowned your kittens, who betrayed
Your closest relatives, who purveyed

The harshest kind of truth to many another.

But that is how things are: | am your mother,

And we are kind to snails.
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3s if to show me how the world began - ) & ‘Overblown roses, the words swan? |ﬁ my head
and ended in perfectlon | was stunned. making sense as | suddenly saw afresh . ) -
* How could she make a rose so woebegone, » “the rose now, the rose ahead:where a petal’
couldn’t silk stand stiff? And how could a child, clings to a last breath;where my mother’s flesh
» > . . ® . <
otherwise convinced of Rer mother’s taste, and mine,going the same way, may still
know what to think? It’s overblown, she smiled, be seen as beautiful,if these words are said.
< .
| love roses when theyre past their best. .
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. Ideaﬂy,what shohld be said to every,chlld rep?aafadly,th?‘oughouth|s,or her§chooj I|fe is’
_something like this: 'You are in the process of being indoctrindted.'We Have net yet eve.lved a-
system of education that is nbt a'system of indoctrination. We are sérry,but it is the best.we
can do What you are being taught here is an amalgam‘of current prejudice and the choices
of this particular culture. The slightest look at history will show how impermanent these
must be. You are being taught by people who have been able to accommodate themselves to
a regime of thoughtlaid down by their predecessors.It is a self-perpetuating system. Those
of you who are more robust and individual than others will be encouraged to leave and find
ways of educating yourself — educating your own judgements. Those that stay must
remember,always,and all the time, that they are being moulded and patterned to fit into the
narrow and particular needs of this particular society.
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- Puadle Utan ar’m arouhd Ste hen &boWed shotlkders and she sald You'vegot Work to’ do " mrtel TS S
L < ~
- come and-do it! Why,just because you are what you are, you! may actuhllyfmd that you ve .- T ‘®
] ; »
got an adyantage.You may‘write with a curious dduble insight - write®both men and women .
from a personal knowledge Nothing's completely mlselaced or wasted, I'm sure of that-and 3 "

d
we're all part of nature. Some day the world will recognize this,but meanwhile there's plenty
of work that's waiting. For the sake of all the others who are like you, but less strong and
less gifted perhaps, fhany of them, it's up to you to have the courage to make good,and I'm

hereto help you do it, Stephen.”
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s TheAdmlraI [-. ]now c‘ame up to (‘Japta‘n Went\/vorth and W|thqutany obseﬁvatlon of What he mlghl be Pl
mterruptmg,'ehlnkmg only-of his own thoughxs began with - IPyou had been a week laterat Lisbgn,last = » -

\

spring, Frederick,you would have been asked to glve a passage to Lady Mary Grierson and her daughtens
"Should 17 am glad | was not-a week later then." : -
The admiralabuséd him for his want of gallantry.He defended himself: though professing that he would never
willingly admit any ladies on board a ship of his, excepting for a ball, or a visit,which a few hours might
comprehend. ® |

"But,if | know myself," said he, "this is from no want of gallantry towards them.It is rather from feeling how
impossible it is, with all one's efforts,and all one's sacrifices, to make the accommodations on board suchas
women ought to have.There can be no want of gallantry,Admiral,in rating the claims of women to every
personal comfort high,and this is what | do.| hate to hear of women on board,or to see them on board;and
no ship, under my command,shall ever convey a family of ladies any where, if | can help it."" ,

@ @thereaderorg

Blackburne House Group #Shared Readlng




) YA 4 - " Ty S - D VR ™ v - D U
. Galk o koD ! " ’ A 00" . ® » koD [ 4 ) ’ ) 00", sV a k o - ) » F %4 . . . e | ;; )
> S < ) 4 - »

D8 ) . ® OIS R y / R s » _o®m Y v e ’ = R > 20 & 0" * B P
\‘\I\Ak‘l,“h\i"“ jed” e ‘V\A r‘l 3 e, A B TAOPG Y “\""”‘r ‘V\A‘KE‘ rf:w
o & ‘r » % ’r o WY ol Te L A S . S LN O NNy e ¢ ‘G o B T . '
\ ‘ \. p g ', L \_‘ ' \“ “‘ﬂ . 4 “_ a \\, = € g
B < - o
“»" ' P T e, 0. ; n 0 “"
from Persaasmn ch'a,pter\8‘ 2T e S 25 eveag ) 8% 2 ge. o e’ |_ |-|:|' GHT
' 4 ) : L 5\ S ) *® 4 ’\‘ \ ‘ & oL >, . \“‘ ‘ 1 y
“ ByjaneAusten‘ Y080 - £8.05%8 1% 8¢ SV R e, _ | P, - - 9Lk \ER@@@L
p W \ \ s < A ‘ ,
LS ey . b ® . - ! S » ® J > - < »
» . »® ‘ t . ~a . . A | ‘,\ . el 4 . »» ) . o ol @ m \ 2 \ ‘
P ¥eq © QW o, 0 % LEVed o ®. ¢ 4¢
" ke ¢« » ®  © S s U » ® =a'® » « 9
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_"Oh! Frederlck' But | cannot believe it of you ~Allidle reflnerhent’ Wémen may be as..comfortab\‘e on boardgas
in the best house in England\ believe | have I|ved as much on board ds most women,and Isknow nothing superlor
to the accommodations of a man-of-war.| declare | have not a comfort oran indulgence about me, even at

KeIIynch Hall," (with a kind bow to Anne) ' beyond what | always had'in most of the ships | have lived.in;and they
have been five altogether."

R ) "

"Nothing to the purfpose,” replied her brother."You were living with your husband,and were the only woman on
board."

"But you, yourself,brought Mrs. Harville, her sister, her cousin,and the three children, round from Portsmouth to
Plymouth.Where was this superfine,extraordinary sort of gallantry of yours then?"

"All merged in my friendship,Sophia.l would assist any brother-officer's wife that | could,and | would bring any
thing of Harville's from the world's end, if he wanted it. But do not imagine that | did not feel it an evil in itself."

d

@thereaderorg

Blackburne House Group #Shared Readlng



) ," @ ! \,;\‘ ,;A\';'f ;\'/ f ;“4 '\"f . ’_ @ K29 ,}V‘VY "\V/ y ,‘\. ,"", ,‘_ e . \,;\ . W "\“" § “4 .\,'\\ . ’_ P o, NP ;\
).y _“\"/\;‘ "‘\2 ‘3 ',;“‘];“ "Lt A ;'/\3? P AOD R ol e 8" T8 00 ;“‘t".""; ‘?/ 2 :‘\1 & ',;?;"
r\ R \~ % ' 4 \ -'\ \‘ e F \ A : ‘( 4 \\' 4 \ & b ¢
v’ e % g ¢
from Persaaslon, ch'apter\ 8- 8 384 Y5l T 50, ovald Ge 28 Ser |_|G|.|:|'Njg
5 4 8¢ . o , °cT0 /‘ S 4 ’\‘\ “\ =, L , " \‘\‘A 1 ‘r‘ {
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g "Depend upon |f ¢hey Were all perfectlyctomfbrtable Ye He+ " &= 8 . e iy
. "I might not like them the better for that, per;haps Such a num‘ber of women and chlldlcen have nQ nght to bes
comfortable onboard." < ® ° » i g > » . ; ».
"My dear Frederick, you are talking quite |dly Pray,what would become of us poor sailors' wives, who often want
to be conveyed tS one port or another,after our husbands, if every Body had your feehngs’"
"'My feelings, you see, did not prevent my taking Mrs. Harville and all her family to Plymouth."
"But | hate to hear you talking so like a fine gentleman,and as if women were all fine ladies, instead of rational
creatures.We none of us expect to be in smooth water all our days."
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~ Thats one of-the ~reasons I nevenwahted to get married. The Iast thmg I wanted was

-, infinite security and to be theplace an arrow shoots off from.1 wanted Ehange and o
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%, Dear Mr Radmewqcz | can |mag|ne myselfblurblnga book in whlch BHan Ald‘ss

)
al

, predictably,sneers at my work, because then,| could preen myself on magnanimity. =«

But | cannotimagine myself Blurblng‘a book, the first of a new serjes’and hence *
presumably exemplary of theseries, which not only containsfo wrltlng by women,
but the tone of which is so self-contentedly, excluswely male, like a club,or a locker

room.That would not be magnanimity, but foolishness. Gentlemen, | just don's belong
here. »

<

Yours truly,Ursula K. Le Guin
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» A ch‘1|d alone\W|th her book creates;‘somewhere in the secret roomwaher soul “her- own

, pictures thatsurpass everythmg else. Human.bemgs must have these plc‘cures‘The daya o
when children's |mag|natL0ns can no’longer make them Will bea day when all of humanity»
is |mRover|shed All of the great things that have happgned in,the world happened firstin
someone's |mag|nat|on and the shape of tomorrow depends largely upon the power of

the imagination in those who are just now learning to read. This is why children must
have books. ”
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Travelling where they will.
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we all had}| used to say, 'How much women'need exact science.' But since | have known

somemworkers in science who were not always true tothe téaching of nature,who have

loved Self more than science,| have said, 'How much science needs women!’

» L]
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N Dea-r brothers and sisters, do remember one-thing: Malala Day is .nos\my day. Today is the day Of ¢ €a¥c " %,
, every-waman, every boy and every girl who have raised their Voice for their Mghts. o ™ .° 44 ¢ 9
There are;hundreds of human rights'activists and ‘social workers whd are notonly speaking for _E
their rights,but who are struggling to achieve their goal of peace, education and equality. Thousands .

of people have been killed by the terrorists and m|II|ons have been injured.l am just one of them.
So here | stand.So here | stand, ane girl,among many.l speak not for myself, but so those without a
voice can be heard.”

[...]¢

There was a time when women activists asked men to stand up for their rights.But this time we
will do it by ourselves.| am not telling men to step away from speaking for women’s rights,but | am
focusing on women to be independent and fight for themselves. So dear sisters and brothers,now

it’s time to speak up. l

d

@thereaderorg
#SharedReading




m

r

. ”‘ k29 /; o 8 o RN P ® 0‘ kao® } . e . o5 .. @ ._\ \,Aﬂ } . s L
, o X o em NS PP A 2o . 200 b e L *\1 R AR
— o S — 7 . 4 — . @ .
‘\ V\ o "\V" ,"’ & . ‘\I\Ar 1\ y «\”‘\ .0 .5 ‘V\A y """\‘*‘
» £ \C - /' < Y » - j', \\ s 20 - 4 \\ o ~ . s
3 Y e "' (4 Y & ‘
1 S ' N “'_ N\ B ‘\ \
f h D ‘of Y G | a3, 0. % 3¢ SeanS
rom The |awys a. oung. irl.2 SagC 3 95 ewel ot 80 % 8%ge,
44 - ;‘ ® 4 M ® ¢ @ o ‘W T, ° . @
B rmeFfank y LR S sadedl g ¢ 29y
‘\ ‘ ‘\ \‘ b ’ LY » ‘\ \‘ - S >
q L Rt ” 9 y - » ! < ” 4 * 29 >
S a” \ % g : L s oF \ ® o . : O¢ .; o e¥ 'Y _,o . .
\ ‘ « ™ . = “ . D¢, ‘ (9 N

\

> Women should be respected as weII»! Generally s speaklng,men are heid in gréat ..
, esteem in all'parts of the’world, so why shouldn t women havé thelr share? Soldiers
and war heroes are honored'and co?nmemorated explorers are granted immortal
fame,martyrs are revered, but how manypeople look upon women too as soldiers?
.. Women,who struggle and suffer pain to ensure the continuation of the human

race,make much tougher and more courageous soldiers than all those big-meuthed
freedom-fighting herfoes put together!
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¢ Butas we know; too often women atce not supported eﬁough orare,dlscowaged from c‘noosing . O 0o ¢
. their path | hope together we can change that.For me, it was™ questlon of resilience.What othegs, o
marked as,flaws or disadyantages about mysel? my race;my gender‘— Pembraced as fuel for my E
success. | never let anything or anyone define me or my poteptial.| controlled my future. ‘ 3 .
[...] ¢ °

As we know, women have to break down many barriers on the road to success. One of those

barriers is the way We are constantly reminded we are not men,as if it is a flaw. People call me one

of the “world’s greatest female athletes”.Do they say LeBron is one of the world’s best male

athletes? Is Tiger? Federer? Why not?They are certainly not female. We should never let this go .
unchallenged. We should always be judged by our achievements,not by our gender.

o y
. @thereaderorg

#SharedReading

Blackburne House Group



* P k'l‘\ N ‘,' * I ‘ ”'{ " r‘ > ' L 2 » " - i
LRGSR BT T AL DA PY (e S AL SRR K R 0 A
‘\y\ﬁ"" - S\ » Y '.i\“' X \ﬁ"l‘ ; 1’ «™ ,.1\‘ ‘\__.\vsﬁ ‘,‘ J,’ :“\?.\ ?, \v\ﬁ ‘1; '\}\.
\ \Q ' \ » [ 4 '\.\s “/ e "‘ \I‘ /"‘ » (4 . \E ® € s \\/ ’\' » l’ <
) r = ' pé ‘ \ ' » .“l\ 4 p \ » 3 r ‘\v . ‘ \ - g \ ! & ‘:J\ . < J ’" o = L = \
N vy ‘/" ‘ « - ' 5 ) E . \‘ % “ & S -
‘9 B 3
from Hllary C}m‘toﬁ » » ‘, be S 08ey 5 Jo aveny ) (% S W, SO Ll'GHTNﬂ;HT'
‘e L » ‘ " L - s =

T IqerQOi&concessnon spgé;h 0 30 0et. L 20 G el 8 ‘ ’ Y ERPOO)S
% Ve ot \\.‘\ \‘\ 3N ) ‘. Qe B ' \y‘\ ) @@—‘H@“}‘\ s

I # ‘:v O L T L o d ¥ dLuP o o 1AL AL ¥ <
s To aﬁ the I|tt|é girls wha are watchlng,never doubt thatyou are valuable zindpowerful ahd "ol g o N
deservm,g of every chance and opportunlty in the‘worlcf to pu?sue and achieve your own - *“ & . :
dreams. g . » : o * > , © 0 o ».
. (% N
b ] ’ 2 ‘ « ‘ ) \ ™ ] " =
» B B ) L)
b
<

L

@thereaderorg
‘ #SharedReading

Blackburne House Group
&



BaD G N . .. o NI T B Y ) . i .0 o RO T ST S . s L0 RS T RO ) e
A ,',; "\\ : PEET '/\" 2 r . . " '/ e » . 3 LY £ '_,\'\ 2 f'/\_ " '/ < a L ‘ " “._,"\ &y 7 - v' '/,# » & 4 'S .
At‘X/‘ i"r‘",\"’ \V Ar‘l‘ T TR S T IO S VTl T LY Ve R T *V A‘,‘E‘ r?w"" e
\\/ ‘ P /' ¢ \ ‘\ - /' pe D % s .‘\ ;‘ A ) \\_- (\ - __/' '\ < " . ;» L \ - /’ . S \; »
e 4 < N
b <GB \gnqwgna man S 0 QLN RNES WY 04 ol.ite-t
™ e‘e e ¥V ¢ TN Paa SO WO, % "
y‘MayaAngelou A >l R - S oS Ted WG L0

- ) ) a . AT - s e z = ) o ¥ D ¢
80 Voot v ut 2 0uite AN T TLH\WERP@@&
” ¢ w e A \ ¢S ’ w e P 7 ®- Oy, v

\‘ ‘ \\\ \ » N q & \‘ ‘ » e S . > f\ ‘ P \‘ ‘ “‘\ ’\ “4 2 T\ ‘ .Tﬂ@ <
s, Pretty women Wonder whe{'e my setret Ilesv “%g- ‘walk into a room ¥ %80 s 233%™
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But when | start to tell them ° o g 2ol 4l please sy o %"
- »
e > o, - Anditoa man, _. .- e
They think I'm teng I|es ~ " The fellows stand or : : "
- Y g \ S » :
» | say, S ‘ ® Fall down on their knees.
It's in the reach of my arms \ Then they swarm around me, :
"The span of my hips,  » A hive of hor‘ley bees. \
The stride of my step, | say
The curl of my lips. ‘ It's the fire in my eyes, ‘
I'm a woman And the flash of my teeth,

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
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The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.

I'm a woman ,

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman, @thereaderorg
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It's in the click of my heels,
< The bend of my hair,

the palm of my hand,

The need of my care,
'‘Cause I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman, ,
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C Yet genluS ofa sbrt must have exlsted among”Women as’it must haveemsted ambng

_the working elasses. Now and agaln an Emﬂy,Bronte or a Rob&rt Burnsblazes out
and proves its presence.But tertainly it never got itself on to paperWhEn however,
one reads of a.woman possessed by devils, of a wise woman selling herbs, or even of
a very remarkablé man who had a mother;then | think we are on thé track of a lost
novelist,a suppressed poet, of some mute and inglorious Jane Austen, some Emily
Bronte who dashed*her brains out on the moor or mopped and mowed about the
highways crazed with the torture that her gift had put her to.Indeed, | would
venture to guess that Anon,who wrote so many poems without signing them, was
often a woman. It was a woman Edward Fitzgerald,| think,suggested who made the
ballads and the folk songs, crooning them to her children,beguiling her spinning with
them, or the length of the winter’s night.
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Razors pain you; . y 8 . & \ : " >
Rivers are damp? |
, Acids stain you; \ -
And drugs cause cramp.
Guns aren't lawful;
Nooses give;
Gas smells awful;

You might as well live.
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You may tread me in the very dirt il \ \ ; ,
But still, like dust, I'll rise: Did yeu want to see,me broken!? \ y
’ Bowed head and lowered eyes!?
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Does my sassiness upset you? Shoulders falling down like teardrops.
Why are you beset with gloom? ‘Weakened by my soulful cries.
'Cause | walk like I've got oil wells .
Pumping in my living room. Does my haughtiness offend you?

Don't you take it awful hard
'Cause | laugh like I've got gold mines

Diggin'in my own back yard. ,
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You' may 3] shoot meW|th your“words

You may cut me with yOus eyes, .

You may kill me wqth your hatefulness,

But still, like air, I'll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?’

Does it come as a surprise

That | dance like I've got diamonds
At the meeting of my thighs!?
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Up from a past that's rooted,in pain )
| rise T« \
'™ a black ocean, leapingand wide,
Welling and swelling | bear in the tide.
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
| rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear
| rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
| am the dream and the hope of the slave.
| rise
| rise
| rise.
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is

always feeling .
my heart beats

as my eyes open

as my hands move
as my mouth speaks

| am ,
are you
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by Sara Teasdale . P
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| would not have a god come in
To shield me suddenly from sin,
\And set my house of life to rights; _
Nor angels with bright burning wings
Ordering my earthly thoughts and things;
Rather my own frail guttering lights
Wind blown and nearly beaten out;
Rather the terror of the nights
And long, sick groping after doubt;
Rather be lost than let my soul
Slip vaguely from my own control --
Of my own spirit let me be

In sole though feeble mastery.
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: LonBelng recénfl)( married to Laurle.§| . BB Ve De: T 0 B ® 0D To  C
_Amy - "I'm net afraid of storms, for I'm Iearmng howto sall m? Shlp o ® s & " go = e L.
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"Whatare you going to do with yourselves after you get settLed’" asked Jo,buttoning ‘ i :

Amy's s cloakas she used to button her pinafores.

"'VWe have our plans.We don't megan to say much about them yet, because wesare

such very new broois,but we don't intend to be idle.I'm going into business with a

devotion that shall delight Grandfather,and prove to him that I'm not spoiled.| need

something of the sort to keep me steaf:ly. I'm tired of dawdling,and mean to work .

like 2 man.”
"And Amy, what is she going to do?" asked Mrs March,well pleased at Laurie's

decision and the energy with which he spoke.
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s ",After domg the clwl all round and airing ourbe%t bonnét,we shaII astonlshyOu by
_the elegant hospitalities of our mansioh, the brllllant society we shall draw about us,
and the beneficial influence we shallexert over the world at Ia\rge That's about it,
isn't it, Madame Recamier?” asked Laurie with a quizzical look atAmy

"Time will show. Come away, Impertinence,and don't shock my family by calling me
names before their faces," answered Amy, resolving that there should be a home
with a good wife in it before she set up a salon as a queen of society.
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- Lonpubllsh|ng hél; comlt strip wu:ho.ut her méth‘ers approval] x THRE 8 S Cel ¥,
e certamlywas an |mportantmomentfor me,that reallzatlonlhatl was‘not gomg to 4 Rt
get what | wanted. It was very freeing.| keep usmg that word' ;freelng y > ..

I|berat|ng " | feel like Houdini sometimes, like I'm ]ustgettlng,out of one set of
shackles after another, hanglng upside down inside a burlap bag with handcuffs on.

Hopefully one day, I'm going to get out of this tank of water.
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) $ a7 | will mherlt my mothers Iqtchen ;o D e O T ge . e
¢ " her glasses, some tall and lean others’short and fat® ° y ¢ > .
N > her plates,an ugly collection from various sets, . "
¢ ‘cups bought in a rush on different occasions ’
> rusty pots she doesn’t throw away. - "
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“Don’t buy anything just yet”, she says,
“soon all of this will be yours™.

My mother is planninganother escape

for the first time home is her destination,

the rebuilt house which she will furnish.

At 69 she is excited about starting from a scratch.
It is her ninth time.
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‘only her vine in the front garden

which spread qver the trellis on the porch.
SRe used to sing for the grapes to ripen,

sew cotton bags to protect them from the bees.

| will never inherit my mother’s trees.
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"y Shehad the swagger ofh girl. She blushed like)a boy She hada glrl stoughheks SHe has a’

_boy’s gentleness She was-as meaty as a girl. She was as gracefﬂl asa boy‘She was as
brave and handsome and rough as a%girl. She was as pretty anddellca’te and daintyas a
boy. She turned boys'-heads like a girl.She turned glrls‘headleke a boy She made love
like a boy She made love like a girl. She was so boyish it was girlish,so girlish it was
boyish,she made me want to roye the world writing our names.on every tree. | had
simply never found Someone so right.Sometimes this shocked me so much that | was

unable to speak.
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I had been told about her .
How she would always, always.
How she would never, never.
I'd watched and listened” »
but | still fell for her,
how she always, zilways.
How she never, never.

In the small brave night,
her lips, butterfly moments.
| tried to catch her and she laughed

a loud laugh that cracked me in two,

but then | had been told about her,
how she would always,always.
How she would never, never.
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‘We two Iistened‘to“‘the;winaa R il
. We two galloped apace. ® . )
. < > )
_ We two, up and away, away, away. »
And now she’s gone, ‘ ‘
like she said she would go. \
But then | had been told about her —
how she would always,always.
@thereaderorg
‘ #SharedReading



220 e PrLA e 2 . e . o NS0 PN N N . i .. o A0 TP WFGRE B 6. . Ba' a KA P W

> 3 SR LT I e "fv’;,.',‘ e f:‘v*:ul "’fv’;» "“"‘ oy ~‘~-‘:'\ "fv;/. . 1 ,
» g < < v N /' § ° 45 . \ f’ I ) & » » < A J L ) . :
L \ ' .
from Ar*e‘Wome‘n Humanl As;ute aner:tty Essa)is on tbe Rq.le | L}GHTN]GH
.. Qf Womenwn Soclety 8oty 2t 0 3 P aeon: S S e S
® ™ L < 9 » - 5 ) s » < b o > - T
b)’ DO‘EOt}?I)’ L Saye.rs 8. a® \‘ 2 OB o $ 2% ‘\ y @ Sl ‘oo Z@W :
\ : ‘ s N v - :‘ ‘\ ¢ . " R .
'\ s " » \ . ' & 5\ - ; " < . o ' P n\ ; ’ ‘W ‘\\ i f® . & ﬁ\ \ “
" ¢ . <
, A man once 4sked me . howl managed in my,books to write such naty ral cohversation ™ 4. s ¢ . "
between men when they-v were by themselves.Was |, by any chance,a memberof 4 large, * . P
mixed family with a lot of male friends!? | replied that, gn the eontrary,| was an only child \ .

and had practically never seen or spoken to any men of my own age till | was about
twenty-five."Well," said the man;"| shouldn't have expected a woman (meaning me) to
have been able to make it so convincing." | replied that | had coped with this difficult
problem by making my men talk,as far as possible,like ordinary human beings.This
aspect of the matter seemed to surprise the other speaker;he said no more, but took it
away to chew it over. One of these days it may quite likely occur to him that women, as
well as men, when left to themselves, talk very much like human beings also.
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ol mwst accept [tHe Sydney Peace Prlze] asa Iltbrary prlzé that honou.rs a writer fbr her ertlng, o O 0,
because contrary to ‘the many virtues. that ake falsely attribut@d to me, P'm not ah activist, northe, " o o
ieader of any mass movement,and I'm certalnly not thevoice of the voiceless’. (We knowsof 9.
course there's.really no such thing as the/voiceless’ Tllere are only the deliberately silenced,or * “\a
the preferably unheard.) | am a writer who cannot claim to represent anybody but herself.
[-..] - s . _‘ .
On Peace: o

The real tragedy is that most people in the world are trapped between the horror of a putative
peace and the terror of war. Those are the two sheer cliffs we're hemmed in by.The question is:
How do we climb out of this crevasse! For those who are materially well-off,but morally
uncomfortable,the first question you must ask yourselfis do you really want to climb out of it?
How far are you prepared to go? Has the crevasse become too comfortable!?
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s If yqu really Wan‘t\to climb out, th.ere.\s good new's and bad néws. '[he good news is.that the o X .
_advance party began the climb some time ago. They re alreadﬂ'\alf way. up. Thousands o{actlwsts e T8
across the world have been Rard'at work preparlng footholds and seturing the ropes to make it R
easier for the rest of us. There isn’t only one path up. 'I;here are hundreds of ways of doingit.  ° 3
There are hundréds of battles being fought around the world that need your skills, your minds,

your resources. No battle is irrelevant.No victory is too small. . \

The bad news is that colourful demonstrations, weekend marches and annual trips to the World

Social Forum are not enough.There have to be targeted acts of real civil disobedience with real

consequences. .
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The bargeé she sat in, like a burnish'd throne, *

.Burned on the water:the poop was beaten gold;
Purple the sails,and so perfumed that

The winds were lovesick with them;the oars were silver,

Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke, and made
The water which they beat to follow faster,
As amorous of their strokes. For her own person,
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It beggar'd all description:she did lie
In her paV|I|on cloth-of-gold of tissue,
O'erpictu rlng that Venus where we see
The fancy outwork nature: on each side her
Stood pretty dimpled boys, like smiling Cupids,
With divers-colour'd fans, whose wind did seem
To glow the delicate cheeks which they did cool,
And what they undid did.
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daughter of an.infamous mother' he said to me. 3 ‘ ‘ 3

'Oh put it away,' Grace Poole said,'come and eat your food. Here's your grey wrapper.
Why they can't give you anything better is more than | can understand.They'se rich
enough....But | looRed at the dress on the floor and it was as if the fire had spread
across the room. It was beautiful and it reminded me of something | must do. | will
remember | thought.| will remember q\uite SOoNn NOW.
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| thifk that afl women are thches m‘th‘e sense thata W|tch is amagmal‘belng An,d a . ‘ 8,", Z@Tﬂ

: ¥ ¢
- wizard, whmhqsa male version of a‘wltcm is kmd of revered~and people respect W|zard& eve v g Foloe
" Buta witch, my god we have to Burn them. Its the' male chauvinistic: society that we T e oo o) s S
L) = -
* living in for the longest tlme~3 000 years or whatever.And so | just wanted to point out _ . Be o4
the fact that men and women are magical beings.We are very blessed that. way, so I'm : ~ >
just bringing that out. Don’t be scared of witches, becduse we are good witches, and you
should appreciate our magical power. ¢ .
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Sit two sisters. Their slow voices run = \ ; d \ - > =
> like I|ttle winter creeks, dwindled by frost and'wind, 5 :
and the square of sunlight moves on the veranda. R
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They remember the gay young men on their tall horses
"~ who came courting;the dancing and the smells of leather p
and wine, the girls whispering by the fire together;
even their dolls and ponies,all they have left behind
moves in the yellow shadows on the veranda.
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" “Thinking of their lives apartandthe men they married * ° ‘v I 0 9 0%t vrto0g 0 o
\ thlnklng of the marrlege-bec[and the’birth of their first child, ; S TRL f‘ >

they look down smiling.“My life was wide and wild, - y | ; \ : > -

® and who can know my heart! There in that golden jungle  »
| walk alone,” say the old sisters on.the veranda.
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» Our strategy is how we copg;how we measure and weigh w11at is to be sald‘ and when,
what is tosbe done and how, and to whom, daily deudmgfnskmg who'it is we can callan *

ally, call a friend (whatever that person's skin, sex, or sgxuality). We are women without
a line. We are women who contradict each other.
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o Mg < »* _won’tyou celebrate with me-
.« ® @ . . .
g ‘what i have shapedinto ,
. " a kind of I|fe7 i had no model.
g , born in babylon E
both nonwhite and woman
. what did i see to be except myself?

i made it up

here on this bridge between
starshine and clay,

my one hand holding tight
my one hand;come celebrate
with me that everyday
something has tried to kill me
and has failed.
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